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PATENT 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



APPLICANTS: 



Soucy et al. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 2518 
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09/897,820 



GROUP NUMBER: 3652 



FILING DATE: 



June 29, 2001 



EXAMINER: 



S. Bratlie 



TITLE: 



Apparatus and Methods for Semiconductor Wafer Processing 
Equipment 



RESPONSE 



This paper is submitted in response to the pending Office action, Paper No. 7, mailed 
fi-om the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on March 12, 2003, for which the shortened statutory 
period was set to expire on June 12, 2003. Applicants hereby request a one month extension of 
time until July 12, 2003 and enclose a check for $55.00 with the enclosed Petition. The extended 
deadline for response is automatically extended to Monday, July 14, 2003 under 37 CFR § 1 .7. 
In the event that any additional fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
any such fees to Attorney's Deposit Account No. 20-0531. Please consider the following 
remarks. 



Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,013,920 to Gordon et al. (hereinafter "Gordon") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,068,668 to 
Mastroianni (hereinafter "Mastroianni"), U.S. Patent Nos. 6,375,403, 6,071,059, and 5,772,386 
to Mages et al. (hereinafter "Mages"), PCT Application No. WO 00/33376 to Ishikawa 
(hereinafter "Ishikawa"), U.S. Patent No. 6,138,721 to Bonora et al. (hereinafter "Bonora"), and 
SEMI E57-0299. 



REMARKS 




U.S.S.N. 09/897,820 

Claims 1-17 are currently pending and presented for reconsideration. In view of the 
following remarks, reconsideration and withdrawal of all grounds of rejection are respectfully 
requested. 

Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gordon in 
view of Mastroianni, Mages, Ishikawa, Bonora, and SEMI E57-0299. Apphcants respectfully 
traverse this rejection in view of the following remarks. 

Applicants respectfully submit that neither Gordon, Mastroianni, Mages, Ishikawa, 
Bonora, nor SEMI E5 7-0299 teach, at least, a device having a work volume for a door opening 
mechanism, wherein the volume has a height, width, and depth, and the depth does not exceed 80 
mm from a seal plane, as recited in independent claim 1. None of the prior art references 
discloses the claimed work volume and a door opening mechanism that can operate within the 
claimed work volume. Conventional prior art door opening mechanisms require a larger work 
volume depth. Should Applicants be in error, as to the teachings of these references, Applicants 
respectfully request citation to the relevant disclosure in the references. 

Applicants further submit that neither Gordon, Mastroiaimi, Mages, Ishikawa, Bonora, 
nor SEMI E5 7-0299 teach, at least, a seismic anchoring device disposed through an underside of 
a kinematic shelf, as recited in independent claim 16. The claimed seismic anchor is in addition 
to the kinematic pins and is used to lock the pod door opener into position after the opener is 
positioned on the pins. See Applicants' disclosure at page 13, paragraph 38. 

As such, neither Gordon, Mastroianni, Mages, Ishikawa, Bonora, nor SEMI E5 7-0299, 
alone or in proper combination, teaches or suggests each and every element of Applicants' 
independent claims 1 and 16 and, therefore, dependent claims 2-15 and 17, as well. Accordingly, 
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JlespoHse 

~U.S.S.N. 09/897,820 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-17 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

CONCLUSION 

In view of all of the foregoing reasons, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration, 
withdrawal of all grounds of rejection and objection, and allowance of claims 1-17 in due course. 
The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' undersigned representative by telephone at the 
number listed below to discuss any outstanding issues. 

Respectfiilly submitted. 

Date: July 'M ,2003 

Testa, Hurwitz & Thibeault, LLP 
125 High Street 
Boston, MA 02110 
Tel. No.: (617)248-7675 
Fax No.: (617)790-0100 
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